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“... we can open ourselves 

to others despite 

distance, and we can 

travel thanks to 

imagination. By creating a 

sense of community 

through the shared 

readings and the shared 

knowledge, readers 

around the world can 

connect and mutually 

help curb loneliness.“ 

UNESCO,2020 

April 23, 2020 
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Each year, on 23 April, celebrations take place all over 

the world to recognize the scope of books - a link be-

tween the past and the future, a bridge between gener-

ations and across cultures.  23 April is a symbolic 

date in world literature.  

It is the date on which several prominent authors, 

William Shakespeare, Miguel de Cervantes and Inca 

Garcilaso de la Vega all died.  

This date was a natural choice for UNESCO's Gen-

eral Conference, held in Paris in 1995, to pay a 

world-wide tribute to books and authors on this date, 

encouraging everyone to access books. 

By championing books and copyright, UNESCO 

stands up for creativity, diversity and equal access 

to knowledge, with the work across the board – from 

the Creative Cities of Literature network to pro-

moting literacy and mobile learning and advancing 

Open Access to scientific knowledge and education-

al resources. 

(excerpt form UNESCO Website) 

 

 

 

 

Anella D. 

Shillingford of Coulibistrie, 

Dominica. 

Occupation:  Poet, Teacher. 

She is employed at Portsmouth Secondary 

School. She teaches English Language, 

English Literature, Caribbean History and 

Visual Arts l Teacher  

Alma Mater: Dominica State College 

(Associate Degree in History and 

Literature) 

Isaiah Thomas Secondary School 

WORKS: She has written hundreds of 

poems, a few of which are published 

online and is currently working on two 

novels. She also does performed 

poetry. She has co-written plays and 

choral speeches for her former youth 

group.  

“Bonfire” is the author’s first 

publication. Use this link to purchase the 

ebook httphttps://www.blurb.com/

ebooks/714215-bonfire 
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